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Project could get center back in
gear

An Indiana developer has proposed a
rental housing and retail project for
Ramsey Town Center.

Ey JIM ADAMS, Star Tribune
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Ramzey officials have received a large
hvuzing-and-retail proposal that they hope
will be a breakthrough for the stalled Ramsey
Town Center

An Indigna company has proposed building a
vomplex with more than 200 upscale rental
wnits sbove street-level stores; it would be
near the city's four-story parking ramyp m the
heart of Town Center, The center hag
lumpuished ance 2006 when the original
developer went hroke and banks foreclosed
an the project.

Three City Council members and two ity
afficials recently visited Indianapolis to see
apartment complexces built by the developer,
Flaherty & Collins Properties.

In responze to Flaherty's proposal, the
couneil has guaranteed that the cibty will work

exnclusively with the compary on the £-acre
site for s months while the firm works out
construction plans and costs, said City

Administrator Kurt Ulrich. He estimated the
project would cost 36 million to 38 million.

T a deal 1= struck, Twould say ot will bea
significant breakthrough, ™ Ulrich said. "It
would bring a first-class apartment complex
to the city core.”

Veteran Council Member Diave Elvig agreed it
would be a breakthrough. "It's a very difficull
element to produce, becanse firgd il is

louging in a bad housing environsent, and
more impartant, it is 1 mixed-use concept
an outer-ring =wbarbk. Local developers have
told e no way," Elvig sid.

Mayor Bob Bamsey suid he was mpressed
with the upscele Flaherty apartment complex
that city officials toured in their one-dey trip
te Indianapolis m late Novernber

Officials said Flahery's proposal 12 to baild
on both sides of Sunwood Drive, which
prasses in fronl of City Hall. The project
wonld have first-floar shops with
apartments shove that wonld have common
areas, a fitness center and other amenities
Ramsey said rents would likely be more than
$1.200 a month for the units.
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Ulrich said the 600-gall municipal ramp
could be expanded to the west as part of the
project, which inchides a skyway aver
Sunwood Drive. He smd the cily hasa $3.5
million federal grant for a ramp expansion,
Ulrich said another sovway could eventual ly
carry tenants from the parking ramp to a
potential Northstar commuter station.

Another upcoming Town Center project is a
medical elinic to be built by Allina Hospitals
and Chinics on land owned by Jim Deal. Allina
plans (o break ground next spring on the
23,000-gquare-foot chinic, which will replace
a smaller one that Allina will close on Alpine
Dirive in Ramsey, said spokeswoman Glora
OrConnell

The clinic would be the fist nesw
canstruction in Town Center since the city
bought the resnaining 148 undeveloped acres
for more than $6 mallion in June from banks
that foreclozed on a loan to the original
center developer.
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